








sumers were the ones who had chosen the cheaper, technically inferior 
VHS over the more expensive Betamax for their home video format.

Government Gives Additional Channels 
for Television Stations

Because the high definition signal required more bandwidth to 
broadcast its large amount of information, the United States govern-
ment allocated an additional broadcast frequency to every television 
station in the country to accommodate their digital signal. When 
Congress originally assigned these digital frequencies to the televi-
sion stations, the plan was to take back the old analog frequencies so 
they could be sold for cell phone, police, and emergency services.
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Figure 1.4 Sony’s XDCAM HD. This camera, introduced in 2006, records 
its data to an optical disk. Not only does it record the HD image, it also 
records a smaller copy of the footage, called a proxy, that can be used for 
creative editing. When the program is finished, the full size information is 
recaptured for the finished product, avoiding having to capture the entire 
amount of footage at full resolution.
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